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SUBJECT: HOLDER-KERKOW EXTRADITION 
REE: STATE L50917 AND 148302 

1. EMBASSY PRESENTED DEPARTMENT'S NOTE, WITH AGREED 
REVISIONS, TO NOEL MUSEUX, ACTING LEGAL ADVISER, ON 
JULY 7 AND TO XAVIER JEANNOT, ACTING DIRECTOR OF CON- 
SULAR AND TREATY AFEAIRS, ON JULY LL. (JEANNOT HAD 
BREN TIED UP ON NEGOTIATIONS EOR A CONSULAR CONVENTION 
WITH EAST GERMANY). WE MENTIONED TO BOTH MEN OUR 
DESIRE TO HOLD EXPERT DISCUSSIONS WITH GOE ON EXTRADI- 
TION PROBLEMS, INCLUDING THOSE RAISED IN OUR NOTE. 

BOTH EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO DO SO, BUT WERE LESS 
THAN ENCOURAGING ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF SCHEDULING THEM 
BEEORE END OF SUMMER. 

2. MUSEUX, WHO IS LEADING LEGAL EXPERT IN EOREIGN 
MINISTRY ON EXTRADITION AND TERRORISM/HIJACKING, HAS 
LEFT ON VACATION AND IS GOING IMMEDIATELY AFTER- 
WARDS' IN LATE JULY, TO NEW YORK EOR FOUR WEEKS IN 
CONNECTION WITH PROPOSED REVISION OF UN CHARTER. 

CLAUDE CHAYET, DIRECTOR OF CONSULAR AND TREATY AFFAIRS, 
WHOSE OFFICE HANDLES EXTRADITION NEGOTIATIONS AND 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS, WILL BE BACK FROM VACATION IN 
AUGUST, BUT JEANNOT SAYS TECHNICAL LEVEL PEOPLE WILL 
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MUSEUX HE THINKS DISCUSSIONS WOULD NOT BE PRODUCTIVE. 

3. PRESUMABLY, JUSTICE MINISTRY OEEICIALS (BACRO OR 
EROMONT OE EXTRADITION OFEICE AT TECHNICAL LEVEL AND 
POSSIBLY LE GUNEHEC, DIRECTOR OE CRIMINAL AEEAIRS, AT 
HIGHER LEVEL) WILL ALSO BE INVOLVED. EMBASSY HAS NOT 
ASKED ABOUT THEIR AVAILABILITY IN BELIEF THAT ABSENCE 
OF FOREIGN OFFICE OFFICIALS IS ENOUGH TO COUNSEL 
AGAINST TRYING TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS DURING SUMMER. 

4. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS WE TRY TO SCHEDULE TALKS 

IN SEPTEMBER AND REQUESTS DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS. IT MIGHT 
BE POSSIBLE FOR SOMEONE FROM THE DEPARTMENT TO HAVE A 
PRELIMINARY TALK WITH MUSEUX IN NEW YORK IF HE IS NOT 
TOO BUSY. PRESUMABLY HE CAN BE REACHED THROUGH 
FRENCH MISSION TO UN. 

5. RE LAST PARAGRAPH STATE'S L50917, WE ASKED MUSEUX 
IF HE COULD SUPPLY US WITH CITATIONS OF CASES HOLDING 
THAT MERE POLITICAL MOTIVE IS ENOUGH TO QUALIFY A 
COMMON CRIME AS A POLITICAL ONE. HE SAID HE THOUGHT 
THERE WERE SOME (HE WAS PUZZLED BY THE GRENOBLE CASE 
CITED BY DEPARTMENT), AND HE SEEMED TO RECALL ONE 
INVOLVING A BANK ROBBERY IN PORTUGAL BY PORTUGUESE WHO 
FLED TO FRANCE. HE SAID HE DOUBTED HE WOULD HAVE TIME 
TO LOOK THEM UP BEFORE GOING ON VACATION, AND EVIDENTLY 
HE DID NOT. WE IN EMBASSY DO NOT HAVE RESOURCES OR 
EXPERTISE TO DO THIS KIND OF RESEARCH. IF DEPARTMENT 
WILL PROVIDE FUNDING, WE WILL TRY TO FIND PRIVATE 

LEGAL COUNSEL TO DO IT. OTHERWISE, WE WILL ASK MUSEUX 
AGAIN WHEN HE GETS BACK FROM NEW YORK. 
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